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RACE be unto you, and Peace from God our Fa- 
6 ther and from the Lord Jeſus Chriſt! May every 

Goſpel- Bleſſing, temporal and ſpiritual, be continually 
ſhowered down upon you Al from the eternal Fountain of 
Favour and Goodneſs ] 

Tnouoꝝ I be now abſent in the Body, yet am I preſent 
with you in the Spirit, ever rejoicing at the Welfare and 
Proſperity of any of you, and ſorrowing at the contrary. 

I can very fafely lay my Hand on my Heart, and call 
the gracious God of Heaven and Earth, the all-knowing 
Searcher of Hearts, to witneſ that I never fail making 
mention of you Al in my daily Prayers. 

Family-Nlineſs now detains me in this City; but to ſhew 
you that I am not unmindful of you, at this diſtance, I beg 
| your favourable Acceptance of a Sermon, which I had, 

out of Neceſſity, haſtily provided for, and deſigned to have 
preached at, St. James's Church. 

I Hops to God I ſhall never preach any Doctrine, but 
what I myſelf firmly believe, and endeavour to practice; 
and if this Sermon ſhall prove (as I truſt it will) ſcriptural 
and well-meant, it will fully anſwer my Purpoſe. a 
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(1) 


Go is my Judge, that neither the Deſire of Fame nor 
Money, but the Hepes of doing ſome little Service to my 
Countrymen, and to you my Pariſhioners. in particular, at 
this critical Juncture, was the ſole Motive of my publiſhing 
this plain and wnrhetorical Diſcourle ; for, in my humble 
Opinion, nothing but the daisy Increaſe of Popery and our 
own unrepented Sins can be our Ruin: And how dare we 
hope for Mercy and Salvation, for preſent and temporal, for 


future and eternal Bleſſings, as long as we give ſuch Encou- 


ragement to the Enemies of our King and Country and the 
Proteſtant Religion, as long as we neglect not only the in- 
diſpenfible Duty of Family - Devotion, but even that of Pub- 
lic-Worſbip, and continue, knowingly and obſtinately, in our 
cuſtomary and favourite Sins? How can we ever expect to 
be a flouriſhing and happy Nation, if we are not fully re- 


folved and determined, High and Low, Rich and Poor, 
Prieſt and People, every one of us in our ſeveral Degrees 


and Stations of Life, to live and ac, from this Time for- 
ward, as Men, as Britons, as Chriſtians, and as Prote- 


flants ? 


IT is an invariable Maxim, the firſt and beſt Leſſon in 
Politics, and the chief, uſeful Knowledge, which we ac- 
quire by ſtudying Hiſtory, that © Rrghteouſneſs (or the 
« Pradtice of Piety and Virtue) always exalteth a Nation, 
<« but that Sin (Irreligion and Vice) is a Reproach to any 
<«« People,” and the ſure Cauſe, ſooner or later, of its De- 
cline and Deſiruttion. 

« LET them give Ear, therefore, that rule the People, 
e and glory in the Multitude of Nations; for Power is 
« given them of the Lord, and Sovereignty from the High- 
* eft, who ſhall ry their Works, and ſearch out their Coun- 
re ſels; becauſe being Miniſters of his kingdom, they are 
« appointed, and ought, to judge aright, ought to keep the 
« Lad tbemſelves, and walk after the Counſel of God; and 
ſo be illuſtrious . of every Thing that is good and 


* projje 


(in) 

praiſe-worthy to their Inferiors : But if theſe Miniſters of 
God's Kingdom do not © judge aright, nor keep the Law, 
« nor walk after the Counſel of God, horribly and ſpeedily 
« ſhall he come upon them ; for a harp Judgment ſhall 
« be to them that be in High Places; for Divine Mercy 
« will ſoon PARDON the meaneſt ; but mighty Men ſhall be 
S « mightily tormented ;”” the higher their Eminence is, the 
greater and more dreadful will be their Downfal and Pu- 
niſhment. He, which is Lord over All, ſhall fear no 
Man's Perſon, neither ſhall he ſtand in Awe of any 
Man's Greatneſs ; for he hath made the ſmall and the 
great, and careth for All alike ; but a ſore Trial ſhall 
come upon the Mighty,” if they omit their Duty to their 


Cad, their King, and their Country. 


= © Love Righteouſneſs, therefore, ye that rule the People 
of this Land; think of the Lord with a good Heart, and 
in Simplicity of Heart ſeek him :” Let Equity, Honeſty 
and Mercy be, invariably, the Meaſures and Rules of your 

Conduct and Behaviour, that ye fall not away, and occaſio 

not the Ruin of yourſelves and us. 5 
AND do ye, I beſeech and intreat you, O my Pa- 
riſhioners, whoſe Happineſs I have deeply at Heart; do ye 
fear God and the King, and never meddle with them that 
Hare given to change.” Ever abbor, deteſt. and diſcourage 
the unchriſtian and damnable Doctrines of inſinuating and 
enſlaving Popery, and adhere immoveably to the Proteſtant 

Religion and excellent Church of England, even unto Death, 
May thoſe, and thoſe only, be ever approved of, deſired 
and choſen by you, for your chief and leading Men, who 
are really good Men, who are firmly attached to the Ho- 
neſleſt and beſt of Kings, our moſt gracious Sovereign Lord 
King GEORGE, and to the Boſom-Intereſt of dear. Old 
England; who do not deſpiſe and blaſphemouſly ridicule the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, but bravely glory in a crucified Saviour, 
and in the Proteſtant Religion; and who, abborring all lou 
1 | Ambition, 


( iv ) 


Ambition, mean Corruption and ſelfſh Views, are ever fu- 


disus to promote your Goed and Welfare, and who manifeſt 
the ſame by doing all in their Power to encourage Labour 
and Induſtry amongſt you, eſpecially Trade and Navigation 
(for which you are mo/# commodicuſiy fituated and deſigned 
by Providence) and, above all, to make you a civiligsed, 
peaceable, honeſt and religious, as well as a projperocs, flouriſh 
ing, and wealthy People! 

May Almighty God, the wiſe and gracious Diſpeſer of 

all Blz/ings, now and ever more, hear and grant the heart 

and fervent Prayer of your loving (and, I flatter myſelf, be. 


loved) Miniſter and Servant in Chriſt Jeſus, 


MichAkL FesTinG! Amen! 


BravrorT-BvilDiNGs, Strand, 
London, Nov. 23, 1750. 
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LUKE IX, ver. 55, and former Part 


of the 56th Verſe. 


But he turned and rebuked them, and 


Spirit ye are of; for the Son of Man 
but to ſave them. 


T came to paſs (as the Evangelif, or inſpired 
| Goſpel-writer, informs us) that, when the 
Time was come, when the Days were ac- 


compliſhed, that Ze/us ſhould be received up into 


before-hand, that the Chief-Prieſts and the Scribes, 
and the Elders of the People of the Jews would 
condemn him to Death, and deliver him up to the 


Soldiers, to 20ck, and to ſcourge, and to crucify 
him ; 


ſaid, ye know not what manner of 


is not come to deſtroy Mens Lives, 


Heaven, he, then, ſtedfaſtiy ſet his Face, to go to 
Jeruſalem : Notwithſtanding he per fectiy well knew 


Gentiles, even to Pontius Pilate and the Roman 
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11 
him; although he foreknew that he ſhould be 
barbaruſly treated, ſhould be crowned with acute 
and piercing Thorns, be ſpis on, firuck, jeered 
and inſulted, and, at length, crucifed between 
two notorious Maleſaftors; yet was he fully re- 
ſolved to die couragiouſly, to be patient and re- 
ſigned, and obedient unto Death, even the pain- 
ful and ignominious Death of the Croſs. 

As he had been the blefled Author, ſo was he 
determined to be the Finiſher of our Faith, the 
glorious Captain of our Salvation; and, there- 

tore, for the Joy that was ſet before him,—for 


N 


the Honour of God, for the Cauſe of Truth and 
Religion, and for the Welfare and Happineſs of 
Mankind, of which he had a pleafrmg and joyful 
Proſpect in View, —He was prepared to endure 
the Torments of the Croſs, deſpiſing the Shame ; 
and, accordingly, he ſertiad himſelf, and was fully 
bent to go to Jeruſalem, that infamous Slaughter- 
houſe of God's Prophets, and future Scene of his 
own bloody Execution ; and he ſent Meſſengers 
before him, who went and entred into a Village 
of the Samaritans, in order to prepare him a 
Lodging, or fit Place of Reception; but the Sa- 
maritans would not receive him, becauſe his Be- 
haviour was, as though he would go on to 7Je- 
ruſalem, which Place, and its Inhabitants, they 
hated, on account of ſome religious Diſagre:- 
men. 


1 


ments and Diſputes; and when his Diſciples, 
James and John, ſaw this uncivil Treatment of 
the Samaritans, they ſaid, “ Lord, wilt thou 
« that we, this inſtant, command Fire to come 
« down from Heaven, and conſume theſe Ene- 
« mes of ours, theſe inhoſpitable Perſons, even 
« as the Prophet Elijah the Tifhbite called 
e down Fire from Heaven on the mocking and 
cc inſolent Meſſengers of the idolatrous Ahaziah 
« King of Samaria? But Jeſus, the meek, 
gentle and merciful Saviour of a periſhing World, 
turned about, and rebuked his Diſciples, and ſaid 
— Ye know not what manner of Spirit ye 
© are of; ye know not the true Genius and 
“ Spirit of my Religion; ye know not how to 
« behave as you ovght, how to demean your- 
% ſelves as becometh my Diſciples, Followers and 
* Imitators of me your Lord and Maſter; for, 
« if you did, you would have known, that the 
% Fon of Man, the Meſſiah, is not come from 
“God into this World to deffroy Mens Lives, 
but to /ave them.“ Ap es 
Theſe Words are, I preſume you will allow, 
as plain and intelligible as Words can be, and, 
therefore I ſhall take occaſion from thence to 
prove to you, that Papiſts, even all fuch as do 


nts of the Romiſb Church, are not genuine and 


B 2 ſound 


ſirifly and fully adhere to the Doctrines and Te- 


61 


ſound Diſciples of the meek and merciful Saviour 
of Mankind, are ud true Chriſtians ; and J ſhall 

enquire likewiſe what, the true Genius and Spirit 

of Chriſtianity is, and what manner of Spirit 

we ought to be of, who profeſs the pure and un- 

defiled Religion of the holy and beneficent Jeſus, 

and proteſt againſt the Errors, and ſinful Doc- 

trines of the Church of Rome. 

\, In the firſt place then we will b2gizz with this 
important Enquiry, namely what the true Ge- 

nius or Spirit of Chriſt's Religion is; and what 
manner of Spirit we ought to be of, who call 

ourſelves Chriftians and Proteſtants; and to 
whom ſhould we go for a plain and full Anſwer 

to this grand Queſtion, but to that Divine Per- 
ſon himſelf, that anerring and infallible Teacher 

Feſus Chrift, who hath the Words of eternal 

Life, and allo to his Apoſtles, who were his 

immediate and faithful Embaſſadors? It is in 

the NVew Teſſament alone that we can hope to 

find the true and jut Account of this Enguiry. 

The New Teſtament alone contains all thoſe 

 Credenda and Agenda, all thoſe Things which 
are neceſſary to be believed and done by every 

Chriſtian, in order to his eternal Salvation; and 

whoſoever believes the Articles of Faith, and 

pracliſes the Precepts and Duties of Life, there: 

in intelligibly laid down, is juſtly denominated 

| a ru 


199 


a true Chriſtian, and will, at the Ja great Day, 
be known, or acłuomledged as ſuch, by our Lord 
and Judge, Jeſus Chriſt : And, according to the 
excellent Apoſtle St. Paul, this is the full and 
comprebenſive, tho ſhort, Definition, or Deſcrip- 
tion, of Chriſtianity, “ The Grace (or free Fa- 
« pour and Mercy) of God, that bringeth (or 
« offereth) Salvation unto all Men, hath ap- 
« peared (in the Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt) teach- 
« ing us (as the only ſure way in which it brings 
« Salvation) that denying Ungodlineſs and worldly 
e Lufts, we ſhould Hive ſoberly,. righteouſly:and 
« godly in this preſent World, ever looking, 
« (with the Eye of Faith) for that bl:fjed Hope 
* (or Promiſe of Bleſſedneſs) and the glorious ap- 
« fearing of the great God and our Saviour 
« Feſus Chriſt, who gave himſelf for us, that 
he might redeem us from all Inignity, that 
e he might /ave and deliver us from the Do- 
© minion and Puniſhment of Sin, and might 
e purify unto himſelf a pecuhar People, Zea- 
« hous of good Works.” en Ent. 
Such is the Mature of Chriffs Religion, which 

is evidently calculated and deſigned to make its 
Profeſſors wiſe unto Salvation, good and bappy. 
It plainly teaches us, we find, that the gracious 
Favour and Mercy of God, the full Pardon of 
all our paſt Sins, and a future. Inheritance of 
eber 


3 


(8) 


everlaſting Glory and Happineſs, all depend, 
thro' the Merits of Jeſus Chriſt, on our ob/ery. 
ing, and complyiny with, thele manifeſt Terms of 
Salvation, theſe intelligible Conditions of the Go- 
ſpel, namely the denying and renouncing Ungod- 
lineſs, all Iinpiery, Infidelity and Irreligion, and 
the bidding adieu to all woridly' Lufts, to the 
Luft of the Fleſb, Senſuality and Intemperance, 
and to the Luſt of the Eyes, Emvy, Covetouſ- 
neſs, vain Curioſity and the like, and to the 
Pride of Life, Ambition, vain Glory and At- 
rogance; and not only the for/aking all theſe 
Vices, but the prafifing. the contrary Virtues 
by living /oberly and temperately with regard to 
ourſelves, righteoufly, equitably, mercifully and 
charitably with reſpect to our {Veighbour, or 
Fella · creature, and godly, piouſiy and devoutly 
with reſpect to our Maker, Redeemer, and 
Saen de bis So 

AAN, St. Fames's\ Definition, or Deſcription, 
of the Ohriſtiam v true Religion is as follows, — 
& Pure Religion and undefiled before God, even 
ce the Father, is zh7s,—to viſit the Farherle/s and 
% Midous in their Aſliction, and to keep him- 
<« felt. umſpotted from the World, i. e. in other 
Words, to do his Duty to his Meighbour, or 
«© Fellawstreature, and allo to his God. 


* 


4 


ov 


AND 
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AnD Jeſus Chrif/, the Word of Truth, hath 
himſelf thus taught ust This is Life eternal 
« to know thee, the only true God, and 7%. 
« Chriſt, whom thou haſt ſent.“ This is the 
| /aving Doctrine of | Ghriftianity,' to know," i. e. 
| to believe and obey thee, the only true God, 
and Jeſus Chriſt, thine only begotten and be- 
loved Son, whom thou haſt ſent into the World. 
to inſtruf? and redeem Mankind. 
Ir, fays he to his Diſciples, in all Ages, It. 
ye keep my (Command ments, ye ſhall abide in 
my Love. This is my Commandment, that 
« ye. love one. anotber, as I. have loved you. 
| © Greater Love hath no Man than zh/s, that a 
| © Man lay down his Life for his Friend. Ne. 
| © are, in effect, . Friends, if ye! do whatſo- 
«© ever I command you. A eu Command- 
«© ment, (a Commandment. to be daily e- 
zewed and enforced and obeyed) © I give unto 
you, that ye /ove.,one.anther:5:as5-T'have loved. 
« you, that ye alſo love one anorber : By this. 
e ſhall al Men Luo that ye are my Diſciples, 
« if ye have Love one to another. This mutual 
Love will be the true Badge of your Diſciple- 
Hip, the ſure Mark and Proof. of your being 
true and faithful Diſciples, and - Friends of 
mine; which Paſſage, no doubt, St. Paul had. 
in mind, when he ſaid to the Theſſalonians,— 
gen ut 


0 . * 
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«© But as touching brotherly Love, ye need not 
<« that I write unto. you, for ye yourſelves are 
oe taught of | God, to 0 one anther.” | 
| SkEING now what manner of Perſons we 
C hriſtians ought to be in all holy Conver ſation L 
and Goadlineſs and brotherly | Ky let us, next, 
enquire into the Genius and Spirit of Chriſtia- 
nity. 

He, who went about es good, who: induſtri. 
ouſly fought our all Occaſions of doing good both 
to the Souls and Bodies of Men; he, who Loved 
not his Life unto the Death, who efteemed the 
Honour of God, the Cauſe of Religion and Truth 
and the Good i Mankind, far more precious than 
his own Life, hath aſſured us, that he © came 
&« into this World ot to deſtroy Mens Lives, 
te but to ſave them.” He hath aſſured us, that 
he came forth from God, and was anointed, on 
Purpoſe to preach the Goſpel to the poor in Spirit, 
to publiſh the glad: Tidings of Salvation to the 
meek and humble; on purpoſe to heal the broker- 
hearted, the contrite and penitent; — to preach 
Deliverance to the C 18875 Freedom to the Few: 
in Bondage to the Moſaic Lau, and to the Hea- 
thens, 15 were , Slaues to Idolatry; and alſo 
the Recovery of S; gbr to the B Hand, true ſaving 
27 iſdom and Knowledge to the Ignorant; and, 
withal, to /et at liberty them that were br 185 

that 


( 11 ) 


that had been oppreſſed by the Viles and Dow- 
nion of Sin and Satan; and, laſily, to preach the 
acceptable Year of the Lord; to publiſh, in the 
PFulneſs of God's good Time, a general Jubilee, 
or uninterrupted Seaſon.of Freedom, Feſtivity and 
Love. | 

Tux ſame bleſſed sus hath aflured us, that 
as Moſes lifted up the brazen Serpent on a Pole, 
in the Wilderneſs, in order that all thoſe, who 
had been bitten by fiery Serpents, and looked up 


on it, might be recovered and ive; even fo it 


became I, the Son d MAN, ch MEGIak, to be 


| : | lifted up on a Tree, or Crofs, in order that who- 


ſoever /ooketh up on, and believeth in him, as a 


crucified Saviour and Redeemer, ſhould not periſh 
in their Sins, but repent and reform, and have 
eternal Life, inherit and enjoy an Immortality of 
E Ghry and Happineſs ; for, as he proceeds, God 


% loved the World, fo intenſely loved Man- 
Kind, that he gave his only-begotten Son, freely 


gave the Son of his Boſom, to the Iutent that 
| whoſoever believeth in him, hath the true opera- 
ive Faith, productive of good Works, ſhould nr 
| periſh but have, lay bold on and enjoy, everlaſting 
Life: for God ſent not his Son into the World, 

as he juſtly might have done) to condenin the 
| World, but ſent him in order that the World 
through him might be /aved'; which is as much 

C 


as 


(12) 


as to ſay, that Chriſt Jeſus was not ſent, nor did 

he come into the World to take Vengeance on, and 
deſtroy, Mankind, but to ſave them, to ſav: 
them not only from the reigning Power of Sin, 
but alſo from the Vratb to come; not only to 
teach them the right and direct Way to Heaven, 
but to go before them, and prepare a Place in his 
Father's bleſſed Manſions, that where he, now, is, 
there they alſo may, hereafter, be. 

Tavs *tis evident from the Goſpel, that infal- 
lible Word of Truth, by which we muſt, now, re- 
gulate our Faith or Belief, and our Words and 
Actions, and by which, hereafter, we ſhall be 
tried, and muſt and or fall, at the great Day 
of Judgment; it is manifeſt, I fay, from the 
Goſpel, that fas Chriſt came upon Earth, not 
to be a Deſtroyer of Mens Bodies and Souls, but 
a Preſerver and Deliverer of both; and, conſe- 
quently, the End and Deſign of that Religion, 
which he himſelf preached and propagated, even 
at the Expence of his au precious Blood, muſt be 
to unite Mankind in the Bond of Peace or bro 
zberly Love, and not to ſet them at variance with 
each other; muſt be to /ave Life, and not to 
kill; it not being the Will of his heavenly Fa- 
ther (who is the Author of Peace and not of Con- 
fuſion) that even one of the leaſt, or meaneft, of 
Mankind ſhould periſh. Wherefore St. JO 

hat 


WY 


hath not only adviſed us to be 12 5 to Hear, 
« and flow to /peak, but, ale to: be ſlow. to 


ec motel; not the Righreouſmeſs of God. 


vengeful and bigotted Men doth not promote, and 
do Service to, the Honor of God and the Cauſe 
of Chriſt's Religion, but produces a quite con- 
trary Effect; 8 it makes Men judge ill of, 
4 iſe and oppoſe, both Feſus Chriſt and his 
Goſpel, whilſt they behold ſome of the Profeſſors 
of Chriſtianity, not only diſputing and guarrel- 
ling, and evil-treating one another, on account 
of Words and meer Matters of Opinion and In- 
difference, but even thirfling after Blood, ana- 
thematifing, and damning, i. e. configning over to 
the Vengeance of everlaſting Fire, all thoſe who 
| diſſent from them in Articles of Faith and Dec- 
| trines of Religion, which they haye either cor- 
| rupted and adulterated, or which are not to be 
found in the ſacred Writings of the Vew-Te/ta- 
ment ; never conſidering 5 iN * he ſhall have 
* Judgment without Mercy, who hath /bewed nb 
Mercy; and that Jeſus Chrift himſelf hath 
expreſly declared, in Words which cannot be 
miſunderſtood, that “ He came ' (from Heaven 
into this World) “ t to deftroy Mens Lives 

but to /ave them.” 
C 2 | 3 


« Wrath,” for, ſays he, © the 77 rath of Men 


Tux paſſionate and perſecuting F pirit of re- 


f 
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SualL we then, Proteſtant Brethren, eſteem I 
them of the Romiſñ Church, adopted Children of 
God and true Diſciples and Friends of eus 
Chriſt, who preſume to“ command and * make 
Fire (or Vengeance) to come down from Hea- 
* ven on the Earth, to conſume all ſuch as are 
not Members of their Church ; and who, with 
Chriſtian Moderation, proteſt againſt their de- 
ftrufive Errors, Delufions and Impoſitions ; and 
whom they, therefore, brand with the ignomi- 
nious Title of Heretics? © 

SHALL we call them Chriſtians, who act | 
unlike Jeſus Chriſt, and inſtead of ſaving Mens 
Lives are ever plotting and contriving to deſtroy 
them; who take a Pleaſure and Delight in, and 
make a Merit of, burning, and putting to the 
Sword, all thoſe, whom hey call Heretics, and 
deem their Foes ? 
How amazingly and fully is the following Pro- 
phecy 7 by the Spirit or Behaviour of that 
Body of Papi/ts, in particular, which accounts 
itſelf peculiarly holy unto thee, O bleſſed Jeſu, 
thou /owly and compaſſionate Lover and Pre- 
ſerver of Mankind, and which calls itſelf after 
tby Name,—* They ſhall put you out of the 
« Synagogues,” (or Places of Divine Worſhip, 
ſhall excommunicate you) yea, the Time com- 
c eth that whoſoever k:/[zth you, will think that 
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«© he doth God ſervice; and theſe Things will 
« they do unto you, Sccau/e they have not knows 
© the Father nor me, becauſe they have not 
riehily underfiood the true Genius or Spirit ei- 
ther of natural or revealed Religion. 

Harz not, I would fain aſk you, O Engliſb- 
men and Proteſtants, hath not this remarkable 
Prophecy of our Lord's been already, in the 


Days of Old, too fatally fulfilled, and is it not 


full fulfilling, in theſe our Days, in the Perſons 


of the reſtleſs and ambitions Enemies to our 


Church and State, the Papiſts, who under the 


ſpecious but ill. grounded Pretence of extirpating 


and ridding the World of Heretics, and thereby, 
doing Service to God and Chriſtianity, have, 
like ſavage and blood-thir iy Brutes, maſſacred 
Thouſands of pious and good Men and Women 
and innocent Children, at Paris, in England, in 
Ireland and otber Parts of the World, not to 
mention Mexico, on purpoſe to enrich the Pon- 
tiff and themſelves, on purpole to aggrandixe 
the Fame and Character of the ambitious Whore 
of Babylon, (already too drunken with the Blood 
of the Saints and with the Blood of the Martyrs 
of Jeſus) and in order to extend their own Power 


throughout the Face of the whole Earth? Are 
not the Oęſcendamts of thoſe inhuman and bar- 


barous Men (Chriſtians, we cannot properly, and 
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in a true Scripture ſenſe, call them) are not 
they too ever obliged, by their falſe Religion, to 
keep our Ruin conſtantly in their Eye? Are 
not they, at this very Inſtant, meditating and 
ſcheming the total Subverſion of our Religion and 
Government, the entire Downfal and Deſtruction 
of the he of Churches, the beſt of Kings and the 
beft of States? Why elſe is this Metropolis, and 
the ſeveral Countries, of theſe Kingdoms, fo 
thronged with Papiſis and with Romiſh Prieſts 
of every Order and Degree? It they have not 
cheriſhed Hopes of re-kindling their religious Bon- 
fires at Smithfield and other Places, and of re- 
eftabliſhing their adulterated and umchriſtian Re- 
ligion among us, and above all, of re-poſſeſſing 
the long-and-much-wiſhed-for Church-lands of 
theſe Kingdoms. I hope we, Brethren, who 
ſtile ourſelves Proteftants, from proteſting againſt 
the Errors and damnable Doctrines of the Ro- 
iſh Church, know what manner of Spirit we 
are of, or ought to be; know that we, like our 
bleſſed Redeemer Je/us Cbhriſt, are born and 
come into the World, not to deſtroy Mens 
Lives, but to /ave them, and to do all the Good 
we poſſibly can, to our Fellow- creatures. 

Go forbid therefore that we ſhould ever 
erſecute any of the Members of the deluded and 
deluding Church of Rome, on account of their 

| EKeligion: 
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Religion : nay tis well-known, and they muſt 
needs acknowledge it, that we do not, but that 
they are permitted, here in England, to enjoy 
their Religion, uninterrupted, in Peace and 
Quiet. But yet ſurely it is highly unreaſonable 
= (it we any longer value the valuable Bleſſings 
of Proteſtantiſm and Sweets of Liberty, if we any 
longer regard the Lives of our rag gracious 
Sovereign and his Royal Family, and'of our Pro- 
teſtant Brethren, and Relations, and our own 
| ſelves) tis then highly unreaſonable, impolitic, im- 
| prudent and unſafe to permit ſuch Numbers of 
| French Papiſts to abſent themſelves, any longer, 
from their 1 Country, to reſide here in theſe 
| Kingdoms, at the very Time, we are at War 
with them, and like Locuſfs, devour the ſcarce 
| Fruits of this Land; fince the chief Buſineſs 
and Labour of their Lives is, as they term it, to 
gain Converts and Proſelytes, to their Church, 
or in other and plain Words, to bribe, inveigle 
and pervert our common and unwary People, as 
they do in his great and populous City and in 
ſeveral, if not all, the Counties of this King- 
dom; for it is an inconteſtible Truth, that Popery 
is always, in the full Latitude and Acceptation 
of the Word, the ſame Myſtery of Iniquity, ever 
fraught with Deceit, Superſtition, Cruelty and 
Bigotry, i. e. with Zeal which is not according to 

4 Know- 
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K nowledge, but contrary to the true Genius and 
Spirit of Chriſtianity as preached forth, practiſed 
and recommended by Feſus Chriſt himſelf, the be- 
loved and only-begotten Son of God, the meek 
and beneficent Prince of Life, Peace and Love. 
Popery is always the ſame, either thundering 
out Anathemas and bitter Curſes, breathing out 
Toreazeninih and Slaughter and Damnation a- 
gainſt the Vue Diſciples of the Lord TFeſu: 
Chrif, or elſe ſecretly meditating, plotting and 
contriving the Deſtruction, or Slavery of free-born 
Britons and charitable Proteſtants; and were 
our hawvghty and aſpiring, complaiſant and atceit- 
ful Enemies the French to invade theſe King- 
doms and make any ſucceſsful Progreſs herein 
(which God Almighty avert ) hen, aſſure your- 
ſelves, thoſe very Papiſis, whom Luxury hath 
introduced amongſt us; to our great Shame and 
Diſgrace, would be the fir, not to ſave, the 
Lives of their Prozeftant Maſters and Miſireſſes 
and Benefafors, but to defiroy them; being 
taught by their antichriſtian Church, that 2 
Faith is to be kept with Heretics, or Gratitude 
ſhewn to them, and that by ridding the World 
of ſuch, they ſhall infallibly merit H eaven. No 
ſuch Perſons therefore, who are of ſo zreache- 
rows, deceitful, unchriftian, inhuman, and ſavage 
a4 Spirit ought to be truſted and encouraged by 
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us; and whoever does encourage them is con. 
ſcaly, an Enemy to England and its ęſialliſoment, 
an Enemy to the Proteſtant Religion and to our 
moſt worthy King, whom, let us pray God, to 
4,7" I and /ong continue, as he is, a Bleſſing to 
us all. * | 1 

Who, where is the Engliſhman and Prote/- 
tant amongſt us, that hath the Je Degree of 
Henſibility or Feeling, and can forbear ſhedding 
Tears, or ſhuddering, whilſt he attentively reads 
wer the Hiſtory of the bigotted and b/oody Queen 
Mary's Reign, in which the Profeſſors of the 
Proteſtant Religion were moſt violently perſe- 
cuted, particularly by Gardiner Biſhop of Win- 
c<hefter, and Bonner Biſhop of Londen, who di 
tinguiſhed themſelves by the moſt notorious Cruel. 
ties, and a Fury, unbecoming not only Biſhops, 
Chrg ymen and Chriſtians, but even the moſt 
rude and barbarous Cannibals ? | -\ 

In one Year not fewer than ſixty- ſeven Per- 
lons were burnt alive; amongſt whom were 
tour Biſhops, and thirteen other Minifters of the 
Church of England, Men renowned for Learning, 
Pizty, Charity and every chriſtian Virtue, Men: 
ul of the true Spirit of Chriſtianity; and in 
the two following Years ſome Hundreds ſuffered; 
Men, Women, and even innocent Infants were 
committed, in Troops, to the Flames: And it 
D has 


620) 


has been affirmed, that the bot Queen and her 
inhuman Miniſters (enraged at the Growth of the 
reformed Religion, notwithſtanding all their cru] 
Perſecution and Severities) had fully - ae/igned to 
erect an Inquisition in England, upon the Mz. 
del of that in Spain; but the merciful God of 
Heaven and Earth was pleaſed to fruftrar 
their helliſþ Deſign, by providentially . cutting 
ſhort a Life of Iniquity and Barbarity, a Reipy, 
in which this famous Queen had behave 
like an 1-/trument of Abaddon or Apollym, 
the Deſtroyer of Mankind, and not as a /Vurjing 
mother of the Church of Jeſus Chriſt and 
Vice-gerent of the moſt Higbeſt, that Low 
and Preſerver of Souls, whoſe darling Au. 
bute is Mercy or Goodneſs, and who is Lav 
itſelf. 
Can we now, Proteſtant Brethren, conf 
ently with Senſe and Reaſon, conſiſtently wit 


the rue Genius and Spirit of Chriſt's ReliginW ; 
confiflently with one of the plaineſt and mol : 
intelligible Texts in Scripture, account the A 
tors and Profeſſors of Popery ſound Members iſ * 
Chrif's holy catholic Church, true Diſciples, au a 
faithful Imitators and Friends of that bleſſed au ii 
infallible Perſon, who hath expreſsly declari 
that he came abt to deſtroy Mens Lives but . a 


ave them; and who hath laid 25% Injundi 
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on all his Diſciples,.— Whatſoever ye would 
(whatſoever you have Reaſon to expect) „ that 
« Men ſhould do unto you; that do unto 
« them ;” and never the contrary ? 

Hap the Romaniſts a right Notion of God 
and his Attributes or Per, fections, did they know 
God and the Lord Jeſus Chrift, the true Ma- 
ture or Spirit of his Religion; did they believe 
that God hath appointed a Day, in the which 
ehe will judge the World in Righteouſneſs, by 
&« that bleſſed Perſon whom he hath ordained ; 
„ whereof he hath given Aſſurance unto. all 
« Men, in that he hath razed him from the 
« Dead; did the Papiſts really believe that 
4 der the Lord Feſus ſhall be revealed from 
Heaven with his mighty Angels, in flaming 
% Fire, taking Vengeance on all them that have 
e nor known God and have 70t obey'd the Go- 
* ſpelt of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 4 that hen 
all Yorkers of Iniquity, all uncharizabla and un- 
merciful, and, more eſpecially, all blood-thir/ty 


and cruel Ren 6 ſhall be puniſbed with 


« everlaſting Deftruftion from a Preſence of 


« the Lord and from the Glory of his Power ;' 
and had they a right, true, a e Spirit x 
in them, they would not /i/l continue to preach 
p the N, eceſſity, the Expediency, the Advantage, 
and ſpiritual Good of 2 tions and Racks, 
* Sword 
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Sword and Fire; they would not preſume, ſure. 
ly, to propoſe and enforce, as they do, bodily Pex. 
fecution and Violence as proper and convincing 
Arguments, recommended by Jeſus Chrift and his 
Aþpoſites, in order to prevail on Men to come into 
his Church, and to profeſs his Religion, or rather, 
to come into the Church of Rome, and to prof 
their adulterated Religion: We ſhould not hay: 
had ſo juſt an Occaſion to complain of, con- 
demn, and tranſmit to lateſt Poſterity, the horrid 
and zragical Plot of their Anceſtors, who, about 
this Time of the Year, wickedly and maliciouſy 
conſpired to deflroy, by Gun-prwder, his gracious 
Majeſty King Jamzs the Firft, the Queen, the 
Prince, and all the Royal Branches, with the 
Mobility, Clergy, and Commons of England, then 
aſſembled in Parliament. But /efſed, laude 
and magnified be God, Almighty, and All- uit 
and All good for he happily delivered the King 
and the zhree Eſtates of England, who were af- 
pointed, by the Papiſis (and Jeſuits in particular) 
as Sheep to the Slaughter ; and he miraculouſy 
ſnatched them from that off deep laid, tra: 
terous and bloody, intended, Maſſacre. 

So long as the Church of England lands, f 
long as the Proteſtant Religion continues to be 
profeſſed and exerciſed in the Britiſh Dominion 
(as God grant it always may l) and /o long as Fo 
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pery ſhall ſtill rear its ambitious, bloody, and un- 
chriſtian Head; ſo long, O Proteſtant Brethren, 
kt us hope, and moſt fervently pray, that this 
Feſtival, or Thankſgiving-Day (which the Papi/ts 
deteſt and diſavow, and have, hitherto, in vain, 
wiſhed to have aboliſhed, and eraſed out of our 
Calendar) may be continued, and religiouſly cele- 
brated, by all zealouſly-affeffed Members of our 
Church, in grateful Memory not only of the 
gfore- mentioned, providential Deliverance, but 
alſo of the happy Arrival of King WILLIau; 
happy indeed for us, for the Deliverance of our 
Church and Mation, for the Preſervation of our 
Religion and Liberties, from Popiſh Tyranny, and 
the arbitrary Power of the ſame implacable, cruel 
and blood-ihirſly Enemies, the wnchriftian and 
inbuman Romaniſts. 
AAN now, O Almighty God, thou gracious 
e and eternal Spirit of Peace and Love, thou 
« Father of Mercies, and God of all Comfort and 
“ Conſolation, our only ſure Help in Time of 
&« Weed, Adverſity and Calamity, we moſt hum- 
« bly and earneſtly pray, that the devour Senſe 
« of theſe and all other thy repeated Mercies, 
e may renew and increaſe in us, a Spirit of 
© Love and Thankfulneſs to thee, the only Au- 
thor thereof, —a Spirit of peaceable Submiſſion 
and Obedience to our emphatically gracious, ge- 
* Nerous 
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nerous and merciful, Sovereign Lord King 
GROROE, the ſolicitous and affectionate Father 
of his loving People, —and a Spirit of fer. 
vent Zeal for our holy Religion, which thou 
haſt ſo wonderfully reſcued and eſtabliſhed 1 
Bleſſing to us and to our Poſterity, as we 
hope, beg and pray for bis ſake and Merits, 


who came not to deſtroy Mens Lived, but to 


are them, and zo whom with thee, O Fe- 


ther, and the Holy Ghoſt, be aſcribed, as is moſt 
due, all poſſible Honour and Praiſe, Might, 
Majeſty and Dominion, now and for ever. 
Amen, ſo be it. 


